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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to classify and study the body of knowledge related
to the art and culture of ethnic groups in Kanchanaburi Province, and 2) to compile it as a cultural reference
source for the province. This was a qualitative research based on the synthesis of academic works published
in journals and databases of Kanchanaburi Rajabhat University. Data were analyzed using content analysis
in order to obtain useful information for the study of research on the art and culture of ethnic groups
in Kanchanaburi Province. The research found that previous studies on the art and culture of ethnic groups
in Kanchanaburi, conducted by researchers from Kanchanaburi Rajabhat University, focused on the specific
contexts of those ethnic groups. A total of 14 studies were identified, which could be categorized according
to five cultural fields - criteria used for selecting outstanding cultural contributors for the “Manee
Kanchana” award. These five fields included: Local wisdom: 9 studies, Language and culture: 2 studies,
Sufficiency economy: 1 study, Performing arts: 1 study, Literary arts: 1 study. The studies employed
a qualitative research approach, based on phenomenology, using in-depth interviews with elderly
community members, community leaders, and local scholars in order to explore cultural phenomena
and community lifestyles. Additionally, the research revealed that these studies focused on four ethnic
groups: the Karen, Mon, Tai Song Dam, and Khmu. The content of the studies included aspects such
as lifestyle, beliefs, food, settlement, cultural traditions, literature, performing arts, traditional medicine,
and language. However, it was found that other ethnic groups, such as the Phuan, Yuan, Lao Wiang,
and Lao Khrang, had not yet been studied. Therefore, further research on these ethnic groups was
recommended in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the ways of life and cultural
traditions of all ethnic cormmunities in Kanchanaburi Province. The references for all 14 studies could
be accessed from three sources: the Office of Academic Resources and Information Technology at

Kanchanaburi Rajabhat University, Khon Kaen University, and Chiang Mai University.

Keywords: Art and Culture; Local Wisdom; Research Synthesis; Ethnic Group
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